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Decks can work wonders in many different ways...contemporary in style, yet simple and natural. They blend home and land-
scape with broad, inviting vistas creating a feeling of freedom and expansiveness and offer an oasis of comfort in the open air.
Sometimes the best room of the house is outside on the wood deck.

Naturally versatile, a deck can be a breakfast room on sunny mornings, a play area for children, a sitting room for reading, a
kitchen for cookouts, or a living room for garden parties.

Pressure-treated Southern Pine is the ideal material for building your new deck. Its inherent properties — exceptional strength,
treatability, fastener and nail-holding ability, and high resistance to wear — provide excellent durability.

This ground-level deck plan will take you step by step through the construction process. The design uses Southern Pine Radius
Edge Decking (R.E.D.) in a parquet configuration for a great-looking addition to your outdoor living space.

MATERIALS LIST
To build this deck, you will need the following quantities of pressure-treated Southern Pine lumber:

NUMBER           MATERIAL      LENGTH        SERVICE
OF PIECES           CONDITION
4    2x8 20’ Ground Contact
4    2x4 20’
2    2x8 12’
2    2x8 10’
32 2x6 10’
8    2x2 10’
84 5/4x6* R.E.D.          10’

Ground Contact 
Ground Contact 
Ground Contact 
Ground Contact 
Ground Contact 
Ground Contact

*Specify Southern Pine Radius Edge Decking, either Premium R.E.D. or Standard R.E.D. grade.

OTHER MATERIALS NEEDED:
• 8d,10d & 12d hot-dip galvanized nails

(See Fastener Advisory)
• 401⁄4”x3” hot-dipped galvanized lag screws
• 21 concrete blocks, 4”x8”x16”
• Concrete or gravel for footings
• Construction adhesive for pressure-treated lumber.
• Water repellent sealer

TOOLS REQUIRED
• Hammer • Crosscut or circular saw
• Carpenter’s rule or tape • Square
• Drill with 3/16” bit • Stakes, line, level
• 1/2” hex wrench or socket wrench
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CONSTRUCTION STEPS
1. Determine exact location of the deck. On the sides that will adjoin your house or other building, omit 2x4 trim pieces.

2. Choose one of the footing options for support of the concrete blocks. Refer to plan for footing locations; the top of the
blocks should be at ground level. Use stakes, line, and level to aid positioning of footings and blocks.

3. Build perimeter deck frame by cutting two 2x8s to 19’-6” and two more to 19’-3”. Make a square frame using 12d nails and
construction adhesive.

4. Install center support using two 12’ 2x8s overlapping them at the center. Position them along the centerline of the deck
frame. Use 10d nails and construction adhesive to nail the overlapping sections together and to attach this center support
to the deck frame.

5. Complete the basic support frame by cutting two 2x8s to fit between the deck frame and the center support. Use 10d nails
and construction adhesive to attach them to the deck frame along the centerline. Use 12d nails to toe-nail these members
to the overlapping 2x8 sections of the center support. Make sure entire deck frame assembly remains square.

6. Determine the deck board direction for your parquet pattern in each of the four quadrants.

7. Attach 2x2 ledgers to the 2x8 deck frame and center supports. Ledgers support both ends of the 2x6 joists. Be sure com-
bined ledger and 2x6 joist height is flush with top of 2x8s. Attach ledger to 2x8s using construction adhesive and the galva-
nized lag screws. Use 5 screws per ledger, spacing them about 18” apart. Predrill 3/16” holes to receive lag screws.

8. Install 2x6 joists 16” on center perpendicular to deck board direction in each quadrant. Use 10d nails. Refer to plan for
exact joist positioning. Check for square.

9. Along the centerline of each quadrant, install 2x6 bridging between the joists. Stagger their placement to aid nailing; use
10d nails. Tops of bridging and joists should be flush.

10.Begin arranging 10’ 1x6 deck boards. Start at the center of the deck and build the parquet pattern out to each edge, allow-
ing the board length to hang over the 2x8 perimeter deck frame.

11.Attach deck boards to frame and joists using 8d nails and construction adhesive. When nailing near the end of the boards,
remember to either blunt nail points or predrill holes to avoid splitting.

12.When all 21 deck boards per quadrant have been attached, evenly cut all the ends flush with the 2x8 perimeter frame.

13.Attach the 2x4 trim pieces to the 2x8 frame using 10d nails. The top edge of the 2x4 trim should align with the deck
boards’ surface.

14.Construction is complete. Apply a coat of water-repellent sealer to all exposed surfaces.
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These plans and the information contained herein will help you achieve the best possible results in working with Southern
Pine lumber products. The conditions under which lumber is used in construction vary widely, as does the quality of work-
manship. Since neither the Southern Forest Products Association nor its members control the method of use or the quality
of workmanship in structures built with lumber, they do not warrant lumber performance or design in completed structures.

SouthernPine.com
SouthernPineDecks.com



Ground-Level Deck
Project Plan #857  Sheet 4 of 6

Copyright © 2016 Southern Forest Products Association. All rights reserved.

6660 Riverside Dr., Suite 212
Metairie, LA 70003

SouthernPine.com
SouthernPineDecks.com

9’
-7
 1
/2
”

19’-3”A
A

1 
1/
2”

1 
1/
2”

5 
1/
2”

2x
8

2x
8

2x
4 
TR

IM

1x
6 
DE

CK
 B
OA

RD
S

2x
2 
LE

DG
ER

2x
6 
JO

IS
TS

2x
4 
TR

IM

2x
8

2x
6 
BR

ID
GI
NG

2x
2 
LE

DG
ER

(B
EY

ON
D)

NO
TE

AT
TA

CH
 L
ED

GE
R 
TO

 2
x8
 W

/ 5
1/
4”
x3
”G

AL
VA

NI
ZE

D
LA

G
SC

RE
W
S
(A
PP

RO
X.

18
”

AP
AR

T)
&
CO

NS
TR

UC
TI
ON

AD
HE

SI
VE

CE
NT

ER
2x
8

2x
2 
LE

DG
ER

2x
6 
BR

ID
GI
NG

2x
6

JO
IS
TS 2x
6

JO
IS
TS

16
” O

.C
.

2x
8

1 1/2” 1 1/2”

9’
-7
 1
/2
”

SE
CT

IO
N 
A-
A

ST
RU

CT
UR

E

C L
C L



Ground-Level Deck
Project Plan #857  Sheet 5 of 6

Copyright © 2016 Southern Forest Products Association. All rights reserved.

6660 Riverside Dr., Suite 212
Metairie, LA 70003

SouthernPine.com
SouthernPineDecks.com

1x
6 
RA

DI
US

 E
DG

E 
DE

CK
IN
G 
BO

AR
DS

, 
21
 P
ER

 P
AR

QU
ET

 P
AN

EL
 

9’
-7
 1
/2
” L

ON
G

2x
8 
CE

NT
ER

 S
UP

PO
RT

US
E 
2 
  1
2’ 
 2
x8
’s,

OV
ER

LA
P 
AT

 C
EN

TE
R

CO
M
PA

CT
ED

 G
RA

VE
L

FO
OT

IN
G

2x
6 
BR

ID
GI
NG

2x
4 
TR

IM

2x
8

2x
6

2x
6

2x
8

DE
CK

 F
RA

M
E

2x
4 
TR

IM

2x
6 
BR

ID
GI
NG

2x
2 
LE

DG
ER



19’-6”

19
’-6
”

PLAN

FOOTING OPTIONS BENEATH CONCRETE BLOCKS

CONCRETE FOOTING COMPACTED GRAVEL FOOTING

24”24”
24”24”

4”

3 - #4 REBARS

6”- 8”
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